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Submission on the Sale and Supply of Liquor and Liquor 
Enforcement Bill 
 
From Wellington Inner City Residents and Business Association Inc 
 
Generally our group supports the intent of the Bill.  While the drinking habits of young persons 
is a major issue, we do not agree that the problem is solely the drinking behaviours of minors 
(as stated in the objective).  Consuming adults, bar managers and other agencies with 
responsibilities for addressing the wider alcohol issues must also be included as part of the 
problem and solution. 
 
Clause 37 - Local alcohol plans:  
Making it optional for territorial local authorities (TLA) to have a plan increases the risk that 
some communities will not have sufficient voice or influence to get a territorial authority to 
develop a plan.  In our view, it would be a more effective approach that territorial authorities 
should have to get the view of the communities as to whether a plan is required or not, if one 
is not in place, and then require this be revisited on a regular basis, eg every 3 years (eg, at 
the same time as local elections) as a way of providing a vehicle for each individual to have 
say.   
 
Clause 11 – requirement to notify the DLA of the publications in which the public notice will be 
placed: 
What does the TLA do with that notification?   It is a passive requirement on both the 
applicant and TLA.  TLA’s could be placing notices of applications on their websites as a 
means of public notification, as well as the applicant placing notifications in other publications, 
such as local community newspapers and major dailies.  Individuals are not necessarily 
aware that something is afoot with the empty building down the road, and an innocuous notice 
pasted on the building is insufficient.  There is some personal responsibility to look at public 
notices, but this process in inefficient and outdated, with the transition to web-based news 
sites and technologies that are available to alert interested individuals, eg website alerts, text 
messages, emails.  TLA’s have websites, often with web alert processes, and this could be a 
part of such as process.  For example, it would be relatively easy to link alerts to the street 
address, which is publicly available to all interested parties.    
 
Clause 38 – the ‘three strikes and you’re out’ policy 
This policy should also apply to managers who breach other conditions of the licence, eg 
selling beyond licensed hours, as this is not adequately provided for in the licensing process.  
A local example showed that a District Licensing Authority shut a bar for seven days after the 
Police successfully prosecuted them, stating that it was more a matter of education.  Bar 
managers and owners must be responsible for ensuring they comply with the law; it is not a 
taxpayer or ratepayer’s role to fund their education in their responsibilities.   
 
New part 6A, section 136A – advertising 
The wording ‘…should not be inconsistent with the promotion of responsibility and moderation 
in the consumption of alcohol…’ could be open to interpretation, and there needs to be 
explicit guidance on what is not acceptable, eg promotions that promote cheap drinks and/or 
target one sex only .  While promotions targeting one sex should be in breach of NZ Bill of 
Rights already, it happens and the inappropriateness of it needs to be reinforced.  Local 
promotion campaigns are aimed at women, which sends totally inappropriate messages.   
 
Our concern with the proposed process is that it does not appear to provide any enforcement 
agency with an ability to immediately respond to an advertising campaign that breaches the 
requirements.  Often these are blackboard type campaigns and the only agency in a position 
to respond is the TLA and District Licensing Authority.   
 
Clause 41 – buying to supply to a young person 
As part of the wider society responsibility for appropriate drinking behaviour, parents who 
supply alcohol to their children need to be responsible for the actions of their children.  If 
parents are the main supplier of alcohol to young people (based on the research for the Bill), 
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what penalties are in place for those parents when the young person goes on to commit 
offences under the influence of alcohol, particularly if the young person is under 16 years?  As 
a comparison, parents that do not require their children to attend school (if aged between 6 
and 16 years) are charged and get fined. 
 
General 
How does the Bill assist in dealing with problems such as people buying alcohol from 
supermarkets and then drinking it in cars in the supermarket carpark?  Can a responsibility be 
placed on off-licenses that they must ensure that this is not happening on their properties, eg 
in carparks?  It would move the problem to another location, but perhaps the increased effort 
in finding the other locations, will start to change behaviours, particularly if there are adequate 
liquor bans around preferred congregation areas.   
 
Sufficient resources to monitor known congregation spots, do breath tests on cars coming 
into/out of areas where people congregate will be necessary to reinforce the measures being 
put in place through this Bill.   This also applies to TLA’s who must also police increasing 
numbers of bars.      
 
 

 


