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Name: Geraldine Murphy, Deputy Chair 

Email/phone number innercitywellington@gmail.com; 0274 507804 

On behalf of an organisation Inner City Wellington 

We are not intending to make an oral submission 

 

Support for alcohol ban area in Kilbirnie 

Inner City Wellington supports the establishment of the alcohol ban area in Kilbirnie (areas A and B), 

24 hours per day and seven days a week as we understand the impact that excessive and regular 

alcohol consumption in public places has on communities (both businesses and residents).    

We note that Council has agreed to work with the community to manage alcohol related issues.  We 

acknowledge that there are wider issues that are leading to this problem and support a 'more 

intentional outreach service and tenancy services'.   

We support using rates funding for these services and for WCC to continue to pressure central 

government agencies to increase funding for these initiatives to support their clients. 

Support for alcohol ban area in Kelburn Park 

Inner City Wellington supports the establishment of an alcohol ban area in Kelburn Park as shown in 

the consultation document, and that it is in place between the hours of 8pm and 8am, seven days a 

week. 

We fully agree with the submission made by Vic Neighbours and urge councillors to support the 

residential community and establish the limited alcohol ban area to mitigate effects of alcohol-

fuelled disorder and associated harms.   

Alcohol-related harm 

We have engaged with Vic Neighbours Group and understand the impact of the associated disorder 

and harm that occurs with excessive drinking in public places.  Many of the residents we have 

engaged with are long-term residents and they know that the problem has worsened over 

time.   One of our members participates in activities at the Park (Croquet Club) and reports the 

impacts of the associated disorder (removing glass and cans), and vandalism. 

Role of university 

The University has exacerbated the problem by banning the consumption of alcohol in its halls of 

residences due to excessive consumption and associated problems.  Pushing the problem outside for 

others to deal with is not the answer.   
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Our understanding ,based on discussions with Vic Neighbours, is that the University responds to 

issues when residents report the occurrence rather than being more proactive in managing the 

issue.  If the university was doing a more effective job of proactively monitoring the problem (as is 

implied in the consultation document), there would already be evidence of students going to other 

places (steep and hazardous) that are less able to be monitored.   

The University has a duty of care towards the students paying to be in their halls.  The website talks 

about 'feel at home', 'safe and supported community', 'warm and welcoming community', 'provide 

pastoral care excellence for its residential student community'.  There appears to be a strong 

support programme outlined on the University website, which is inconsistent with endorsing the use 

of public places for excessive alcohol consumption. 

Conclusion 

Inner City Wellington was very pleased that councillors responded to the written and oral 

submissions following the first consultation process and directed officers to do further work in 

engaging with the Kilbirnie and Kelburn Park communities.   

We urge you to take heed of the views of the residents in Kelburn Park who have been there for 

some time and watched the change occurring, and have experienced the lack of action by the Police 

and WCC in responding to their calls.  Without an alcohol ban, both the Police and WCC remain 

constrained in what actions can be taken.    

We understand the resource constraints facing the Police. These are exacerbated by the 

requirement to have multiple Police in Courtenay Place, Blair/Allen St and other central streets to 

manage the impacts of the concentration of alcohol-related evening and late night economy 

activities.  WCC has to resource the monitoring of and response to alcohol-related harms within its 

powers.  

A first step would be to provide clarity to all residents about how a noise complaint is deemed 

excessive or not, given this is based on the Noise Control Officers assessment following guidelines 

rather than any measurement process.  It is useful to start the debate on this as the council and 

public engage on Planning for Growth (with more dense residential areas and more mixed-use areas) 

and the review of the District Plan. 
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