
Dear Inner-City Wellington. 
 
Thank you for your letter. You raise very good points. I would be very pleased to discuss these 
with you, and I think we need to have a wider community discussion because this ultimately 
affects the whole shape and character of the city. 
  
We debated the Mayor’s Housing Taskforce report back yesterday, which includes the 
projection that the city population will grow by 80,000 people by 2043. That is a significant 
increase from our previous expectation of 50,000. It is essentially the result of very high 
increases in immigration at a national level. (current 72,000 net per annum is 1.5% population 
growth in addition to natural increase (births minus deaths). 
  
I said it is my long held (and often repeated around the Council table) view that as a nation we 
need a Population Strategy, so we can actually decide how big a population we want, and how 
we want it distributed. There are parts of the country which are dying while other areas 
(notably Auckland and the Golden Triangle) are struggling with rapid growth. Wellington City is 
on the cusp of Government’s ‘High Growth’ levels. 
  
That discussion is one that we need to have as a city – how big and how we accommodate 
growth. If we want growth at that rate (80,000) then we will need to change planning settings 
because there will not be enough capacity under current settings. I think this is what Kevin 
Lavery was referring to – and that will be challenging. I made that point yesterday too. The 
requirement is for 40,000 homes (because household sizes are slowly shrinking). That is the 
equivalent of replicating every home in the Miramar peninsula, Kilbirnie-Lyall Bay – Hataitai etc, 
Island Bay – Newtown – Brooklyn, Mount Cook, Mount Vic-Oriental Bay, Aro Valley and Karori – 
in other words the entire Eastern and Southern Wards, Lambton except the CBD and Thorndon 
and Karori. 
 
The Government’s National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity requires 
Councils to show how they would accommodate projected residential growth – and 
importantly commercial (and community) growth too. 
  

We must obviously also think about the Region, the transport and Climate Change impacts of 
spreading out, and about that life doesn’t stop at 2043 and what happens next. 
Councillors are having at least two workshops on Urban Development Capacity and options 
before Christmas. Part of that will be thinking about how to have this discussion as a 
community. 
  
I personally am deeply concerned about the processes and the ability for people to have a 
chance to have a say. I am also deeply committed to the integrity of the District Plan – 
especially having spent so much time on it. It frustrates me that a few too many consents are 
granted on a non-notified basis. (if the 0.8% of consents notified became 2 or 3 % that would 
make a huge difference by picking up most of the ones I would raise eyebrows at. Those two 
factors are why I think HASHAA is an abomination. 
  
  



I did yesterday get included in the recommendations the bolded sections below – to make it 
clear that there is some serious and important work to be done in all these areas: 
  

Moved Councillor Foster, seconded Councillor Lee the following amendments by way of 
addition. 
  
5. Community Partnership 

·       Implement a proposal for consideration by the Council to establish Te Whare Oki 
Oki subject to agreement and financial support from central government with a suitable 
independent operator. 
·       Note that a number of taskforce recommendations, particularly in relation to 
spatial planning, and potential district plan and parking policy changes, as well as 
Council’s consideration of an Urban Development Agency, will be included in the 
forward work programme and reported back through City Strategy Committee. 
  

6. Agree that the implementation of the priority housing initiatives agreed to by Council in 
Recommendations Two, four and five be reported as part of the Council’s Annual Reports. 
Agree this implementation will: 
· Ensure that we protect the best of Wellington’s natural, built, and community environments 
while providing for population growth. 
· Ensure that we meet our statutory obligations to provide sufficient capacity for commercial 
and community development alongside residential development. Carried 
  
Finally – as you mention we are doing work on ‘Our City Tomorrow’. Part of this is work on the 
quality of apartments – things like size, range of sizes, access to open space (balconies 
included), noise insulation, privacy, sunlight access – depth of apartments from windows, etc. 
That will also be an interesting discussion, and I know there will be a range of views. 
  
I would be delighted to talk further about any of these matters with you/the committee. 
  
Warmest regards 
 
Andy 
 


