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Inner City Wellington 
 
 
c/- Geraldine Murphy 
Deputy Chair 
2B/126 Wakefield St 
Wellington, 6011 
Geraldine.murphy@xtra.co.nz  

Takapuna Central Residents 
Group 
 
C/- Steven and Jill Schroder 
3D, 171 Hurstmere Rd 
Takapuna 
Auckland 0622 
jillvalve@hotmail.com  

Victoria Neighbourhood 
Association Inc 
 
c/- Dr Marjorie Manthei 
50 Gracefield Avenue 
Christchurch 8013 
 
mm1946@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

18 July 2017 

Hon Amy Adams 

Minister of Justice 

Parliament Office 

Private Bag 18888  

Parliament Buildings 

Wellington 6160 

Dear Minister Adams 

Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act Community Reference Group – Issues Paper 

We – the three community groups listed above – are members of the Community Reference Group 

of the national Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act (SSAA) Partnership Framework.  As part of that we 

contributed our experiences of how well the SSAA is enabling communities to participate in the 

decision making processes under the Act. 

The attached Issues Paper results from discussions within the Community Reference Group on the 

experiences of engaging in the process. While there are some good examples of practice and 

process, these are outweighed by examples that are contrary to the goals of the SSAA to enable 

community participation and some are potentially ultra vires.   

We approached the previous Auditor General (Lyn Provost) to request that her office undertake a 

performance audit on how District Licensing Committees (DLC) and the territorial authorities were 

operating under the SSAA. Following a meeting with Ms Provost, where she acknowledged that 

there were valid concerns about some of the practices we highlighted, she advised that due to the 

close relationship to the judicial or quasi-judicial processes, neither a performance audit nor an 

inquiry was possible under the Public Audit Act.  

The only recourse a community has is to lodge an appeal against decisions at a cost of $517.50 for 

each appeal.  Some of these decisions are occurring at District Licensing Committee (DLC) hearings 

and community groups cannot afford the cost and time to appeal each one, as well as other 

expenses required as part of any legal process (e.g., printing). For the Victoria Neighbourhood 

Association, the DLC approach means there is little point in objecting to each licence application or 

appealing against each DLC decision (see p3 (b) – p6 (g)).  
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The Alcohol Regulatory Licensing Authority (ARLA) is directing territorial authorities to renegotiate 

Local Alcohol Policy elements in dispute to see whether parties can come to an agreement.  This 

serves to take discussions away from a public hearing.  It makes it very difficult for a single 

community group to have an equal voice where industry and territorial authority parties are 

represented by their Counsel at these meetings.   

The Alcohol HealthWatch report on the Local Alcohol Policy development process found that ‘the 

process was complex and the outcome of the process tended to result in less restrictive policies as it 

progressed’. The report notes the ’increasing gap between community expectations for greater 

control and the reality of the Local Alcohol Policy process under the current legislation, and the 

increasing importance of DLC to make sound licensing decisions that reflect the need of the 

community’.1   

After nearly five years since the Act came into force, we are calling for the Government to undertake 

a formal review of the effectiveness of the Local Alcohol Policy process, the ARLA and DLC hearing 

processes, and the territorial authority processes that support these functions, to evaluate whether 

the Act is being implemented in a way that supports the stated intent of enabling communities to 

have meaningful input into local licensing decisions.2 

We look forward to your response on the issues we have raised. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

 

 

Geraldine Murphy 
Deputy Chair 
Inner City Wellington 
Wellington 
 
 

Steven and Jill Schroder 
Point of Contacts for  
Takapuna 
Central Residents 
Group, Auckland 

Dr Marjorie Manthei  
Designated spokesperson, alcohol 
licensing matters 
Victoria Neighbourhood Association Inc 

Copy to: 
Hon Mark Mitchell 
Associate Minister of Justice 
Parliament Office 
Private Bag 18888  

Parliament Buildings 

Wellington 6160 

                                                             
1 Jackson N (2016) A review of territorial authorities progress towards local alcohol policy development. 
Wellington, Alcohol HealthWatch (attached to email).  
2 “One of the aims of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 is to improve community input into local alcohol 
licensing decisions.” (http://www.justice.govt.nz/policy/sale-and-supply-of-alcohol/alcohol-in-the-
community/territorial-authorities)   


