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Ms Geraldine Murphy 
2B, 126 Wakefield St, Wellington 
0274 507804 
Geraldine.murphy@xtra.co.nz 
 
I am making a submission as Chair of the Inner City Association, on behalf of 
the Association. 
 
Yes - I would like to make an oral submission.  Phone number for arranging a 
submission time 0274 507804 

 

ICA surveyed our members, with 14 responses: 7 residents only; 2 business owners only; 2 both 

residents & businesses, with 2 unidentified. 

Summary 

The majority of respondents agree that a local policy should be developed, do not want the products 

solely in the Southern CBD, but agreed that it was better to have sites tightly controlled rather than 

spread across the city.   

The response was evenly split between Option 1 (6) and Option 3 (5), but with greater distances 

required between retailers and from sensitive sites.  We feel 200m in Option 1 is unreasonably short 

and that 500m or 1km between licensed retailers and from sensitive sites is reasonable (based on 

length of time to walk between).   While concentration makes it easier to monitor we are concerned 

about the negative effects that will return: more vulnerable/at risk people loitering, retailers locating 

near where vulnerable/at risk people gather, customers of the retailers affecting residents and other 

businesses, increasing intimidating begging, and more begging.   

If licensed retailers are to be in the southern CBD under Option 1, ICA considers that WCC should 

include all education facilities in this area, particularly the forthcoming Weltec/Whitireia facility, 

which will have people under 18 years.  This would help mitigate the likelihood that Cuba Mall will 

become a magnet for these retailers and their customers.  While we would like sensitives sites such 

as medical centres, Te Aro, Chaffers and Memorial Parks added, we do not want to compromise on 

the distance between licensed retailers.   

Respondents have not seen the evidence of increased Police presence which we had been told 

would start on 3 Nov, and this does not bode well for enforcement when the policy is implemented.    

One respondent noted evidence of drug activity in the Cuba Mall already.  When the products come 

back on the market ICA will ask members if they are seeing more Police presence or evidence of 

compliance monitoring considering that the ability to more easily monitor compliance is one of the 

main drivers for concentrating in one part of the CBD.  

There needs to be restrictions on opening hours and ICA believes that WCC should make these views 

known to the Ministry of Health, and ICA is prepared to back that up with our own submission in 

support.  We also consider that public consumption should be banned in the CBD in a similar way to 

the liquor ban. 
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Q1. Do you think the WCC needs a local approval products policy (LAPP) for where premises are 

licensed to sell approved products? 

13 - Yes, with 1 business owner responding No, on the basis that retailers should be able to sell the 

products of their choice where they wanted to. 

Q2. Which of the proposed options for a LAPP do you prefer?  

Responses were split between Option 1 and Option 3. 

Option 1 – 6;  

 Preferred not to have any selected area, so this was the best option 

 Considered reasonable to concentrate in one area but carries risk of ghetto-ising and should 

be spread throughout community with same right to object as for off-licences with 

restrictions on numbers and spacing 

 Greatest distance from entertainment zone 

 More space between sellers reducing the visual impact and having their customers hanging 

around, and makes the customers move further between shops to purchase 

Option 2 – 2 

 Distance from sensitive sites was more important than distance between retailers 

 Option 3 is too concentrated 

Option 3 – 5 

 Focus them in entertainment zone 

 Only in Courtenay Place 

 Better to have in a specific area where it is more public and safer, than in less frequented 

areas where there could be safety concerns 

 Easier for Police/Health to monitor 

Q3. Do you think the appropriate area has been chosen? 

9 – No, 5 – Yes.  

Those responding No said: 

 their years of developing an attractive environment for people to socialise would be ruined 

 it created a ghetto of users in a unique part of the city 

 it should be the whole CBD 

 it should be away from the entertainment zone to make it harder to access and away from 

the area where all the late-night trading on-licences operated where there was already 

higher levels of anti-social behaviour and there was little confidence in the monitoring 

happening 

Those responding Yes said: 

 keep it contained where Police are likely to do foot patrols 
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 prefer not in the CBD because of effect on residents and businesses, but understand 

preference of Police that easier to control 

ICA canvassed which known negative effects of having these products in the CBD caused most 

concern: 

 11- Increasing likelihood of at risk/vulnerable people loitering near the sellers affecting the 

immediate community around that area. 

 10 - Sellers locating in areas where there at risk/vulnerable people tend to loiter. 

 9 - More intimidation by beggars 

 9 - Customers consuming the products in public places affecting my business or home (Note: 

public consumption is not illegal) 

 8 - Increased begging 

 5 - Sellers locating in areas where many on-licences are open late (maximum of 4am 

(possibly 5am under the Provisional Local Alcohol Policy) and off-licences open till 11pm 

(Note: WCC cannot restrict hours, only Ministry of Health can). 

ICA canvassed what the positive effects of having retailers in the inner city may be: 

 11 - Easier to enforce for Police and Ministry of Health 

 6 - Avoids sellers locating in low socio-economic areas 

 5 - Makes the sale and purchase more visible 

ICA also canvassed alternative options of no specific area (ie, across the whole city) and having more 

sensitive sites (Alternate option A) and allowing greater distances between the retailers (Alternate 

option B) because there were no restrictions on locations. 

Alternate option A suggested the following sensitive sites (all educational facilities, medical centres, 

community facilities such as sports fields and community halls).  Responses were 7 – No, 5 – Yes.  

The comments from No respondents were that tighter controls were needed but agreed that there 

should be more sensitive sites in the WCC Policy.  Comments in favour were that the distances from 

sensitive sites could be increased as more area and that it avoided the risk of creating a ghetto 

through concentration in one area.  It was also suggested that consumption should be banned in 

sensitive sites. 

Alternate option B was 8 – No, 5 Yes.  Comments from No respondents also felt tighter controls were 

needed and that retailers needed to be in a contained area, but not by residential areas (as there are 

in the inner city) and suggested commercial areas down Aotea Quay.  Comments in favour felt that it 

avoid the ghetto effect of concentrating in a small area, could significantly increase the distance 

between retailers because there was more space (and avoid a legal challenge), and avoid the CBD 

becoming a dumping ground for activity that other communities did not want. 

Q4. Have the appropriate sensitive sites been selected? 

One response supported adding the following sensitive sites: all educational facilities, medical 

centres, community facilities such as sports fields and community halls 

Q5. Comments on the minimum distances between retailers and sensitive sites 
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ICA considers that the distances WCC used (200 metres taking 2.5 minutes to walk) were too short 

and that WCC is being too cautious in this.  We canvassed some longer distances and walking times 

that we consider are not unreasonable. 

 300m (3mins walk) – 2 

 500m (5 mins walk) – 8 

 1km (10 mins walk) – 9 

Q6. Comments on distances between licensed retailers 

 300m (3 mins walk) – 1 

 500m (5 mins walk) – 6 

 1km (10 mins walk) – 7 

Q7 Other comments 

ICA considers that the Ministry of Health should set the trading hours as part of regulating the 

availability and minimising the risks to vulnerable consumers.  The suggested times were: 

 Same as off-licences (4 responses) 

 10am – 10pm 

 9am – 9pm 

 1 – 5pm 

 8 – 12pm 

 10am – 2pm (when under age consumers should be in school) 

11 responses were in favour of public consumption being banned, with 1 not in favour. 

ICA canvassed views on whether the increased Police presence that was stated in the consultation 

document was evident.  Mark Jones said that this started on the 3 Nov when making his 

presentation to ICA.  This increased Police presence does not appear to have eventuated with 11 

saying No, and 1 saying Yes.    

Other comments raised concerns about the: 

 reality of Police and Health enforcing compliance on purchasing and consumption by under-

age consumers, with a view that Police were not able to manage the presence of gang 

members associating with youth 

 inappropriate mix of these products in an area where there is a high concentration of 

alcohol-related activity and higher levels of anti-social behaviour 

 one respondent commented ‘The newly disaffected (brought into the scene on the last 

round of legal highs) clearly getting gear from the gangs - one i saw recently set out across 

Courtenay from Embassy to Hannah playhouse, doing the fingers, hard to see in the dusk 

light across the big intersection of traffic - very nearly run over ABSOLUTELY WASTED. I see 

this cocky concoction all the time it’s really ugly. If this becomes my daily work life I will quit, 

I employ 6 people, 2 contract companies and pay 2 leases in Wellington’. 

 


