
NOTICE OF APPEAL AGAINST A PROVISIONAL LOCAL ALCOHOL 

POLICY (Section 81, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012) 

PART 1: DETAILS OF APPLICANT 

Organisation Inner City Association (incorporated as Wellington Inner City Residents and 

Business Association) 

First Name Geraldine 

Middle Name Anne 

Last Name Murphy 

Daytime phone  0274 507804 

Email Geraldine.murphy@xtra.co.nz 

Street/PO Box  Apt 2B, 126 Wakefield St 

Suburb Te Aro 

City/Town Wellington 

Post Code 6011 

 

PART 2: TERRITORIAL AUTHORITY DETAILS 

Territorial Authority(s) Wellington City Council 

 

PART 3: GROUNDS OF APPEAL 

Off-licence hours of 7am – 11pm (p26)  

ICA considers that these hours are inconsistent with the objects of the Sale and Supply of Liquor Act 

that the sale, supply and consumption of alcohol should be undertaken safely and responsibly and to 

minimise harm caused by excessive or inappropriate consumption of alcohol.  ICA submits that the 

hours should be 7am – 9pm.   ICA submits that the conditions for an off-licence beyond 8pm (as listed 

on p31) are basic good management practices that should apply to all off-licenses.   

ICA considers that the extended hours of availability for off-licences increases the pre-loading and 

side-loading that occurs in the central city throughout the night.  ICA members have observed a 

steady flow of customers to the Metro New World after 9pm who are purchasing just alcohol, and 

this is particularly so on Friday and Saturday nights.  The extended hours allows higher consumption 

of low-priced alcohol rather than consuming fewer drinks in an on-licence where there is more 

monitoring.  A group, which includes clearly intoxicated people, will send in a ‘sober buyer(s)’ to 
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purchase the alcohol.  The supermarket is not able to monitor the safe and responsible consumption 

of the products they sell in these circumstances. 

Members’ experience of commuting on public transport coming into the CBD later in the evening is 

that a large number of other passengers (generally in early 20s) are coming in with alcohol.  The 

behaviour of these passengers indicates alcohol has already been consumed. 

Reducing the hours to 9pm significantly limits the opportunity to purchase more alcohol during an 

evening in the CBD (eg, after they have been refused entry from a bar or just as a cheaper alternative 

to on-licence prices).  The reduced hours also limits the opportunity for people to replenish stocks 

(eg, at their own party) when it is likely that consumption is already quite high.  ICA considers that the 

reduced  hours  would not be an inconvenience as there would still be ample time for planned  

purchasing. 

The harms experienced by members is covered in a separate section as it is not specific to on- or off- 

licences. 

On-license hours of 7am – 5am (p26) 

ICA considers that hours of 7am – 5am is inconsistent with the objects of the Act.  It sends the wrong 

messages to society of responsible sale and supply and consumption.  It is implying that the 

regulators have to have good reason to refuse an application for 5am closing, rather than the original 

proposal of the applicant having to provide good reasons for being approved.    

The conditions for obtaining an extension beyond 3am are basic good management practices that 

should apply to all on-licenses.   ICA had reservations about the lack of detail on what constituted 

‘best practice’ in the draft Local Alcohol Policy, and these conditions justify our reservations.   We are 

not reassured by WCC’s response to our submission about the risk management framework and 

mandatory conditions.   

ICA has concerns about WCC’s capacity to provide the required monitoring to ensure the conditions 

are adhered to.  How are they going to monitor that all incidents have been recorded in a register or 

that all violent incidents are notified to the Police?  What is a ‘violent’ incident?   Members 

experience has been that ongoing complaints about certain premises are required before any 

substantive action has been taken by WCC.  

ICA supports the Police and Medical Officer of Health’s call for 3am closing.  Members have noticed a 

change in the inner city since the 4am closing was implemented, though the universities are not in 

full swing with orientation week in late February.  ICA considers that the maximum hour should still 

be moved to 3am to make a substantive change to the drinking culture.  

Since late December tagging in the Cuba/Bond St walkway has significantly reduced.  We believe that 

this could be a result of less people being in the inner city, so there is less attraction for those that tag 

buildings to stay in the inner city for longer hours.  Members who monitor the CCTV city safety 

cameras at the Central Police station notice that bar patrons tend to leave quickly after 4am rather 



than hang around the inner city.  

Impact on residents and non-hospitality businesses1 

Inner city residents living in the inner city co-exist with businesses, including the hospitality sector.  

Residential development in the inner city has been encouraged by the WCC and it has a role in 

ensuring that there is an appropriate level of amenity for residents and non-hospitality businesses.   

Residents accept a level of noise when living in the inner city, but there is still a limit of unacceptable 

noise.  In one instance, the noise control process has taken 2 years to stop a local bar from causing 

their residential building to vibrate from the sound equipment. 

Inner city residents and non-hospitality businesses experience the impact of excessive alcohol 

consumption through the vomit, urine and sometimes faeces, which they find in their doorways and 

around their buildings in the morning.  The harm cannot be specifically related to on- or off- licences 

but reflects the excessive consumption resulting from the drinking culture and exacerbated by the 

extended availability. 

Inner city residents do not accept that their walls should be used as toilets for customers of on- and 

off-licences who cannot organise themselves to go the toilet before leaving the premises or find their 

way to a public toilet.   

Residents experience the impact through the bottles (sometimes still with alcohol, sometimes 

broken) and cans that they find on the footpaths around their buildings and around the inner city, 

which is their local neighbourhood as well as the CBD. 

Residents may see someone urinating in their doorway but often do not confront them due to 

concerns about their security.  There is little point ringing the Police as the person will have gone, 

and, from late night to early morning, the Police resources are focused on keeping a presence in 

Courtenay Place/Cuba St areas. 

Summary 

Members are concerned about the wider and long-term harms of excessive alcohol consumption on 

our communities and society.  A number of ICA members gave donations to cover the $450+GST  

appeal  fee.  We felt that it is important that we made a stand for some substantive change to get a 

reduction in alcohol-related harms in Wellington’s inner city. 

The reduced hours are not the silver bullet to the problem – there is also personal responsibility on 

the part of the consumers.  However, reducing the availability of alcohol in an area where there is 

known to be a significant issue with the volume of alcohol-related harm is an essential first step. 

 

  

                                                           
1
 This includes restaurants/cafes which are hospitality businesses where the primary purpose is to eat and 

close before midnight. 



PART 4: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

List of supporting 

documents 

 Speaking notes for the oral submission to the WCC Committee mtg 

 WCC’s response to our submission 

 

PART 5: SIGN AND DATE FORM 

Dated at  this day of 2014 

Appellant 

Signature 

 

 

Chair, Inner City Association 

 

PART 6: CHECKLIST 

 You have answered every question 

 You have signed and dated this form 

 You have attached a copy of your submission on the draft local alcohol policy if 

applicable 

 You have attached additional documentation listed in section 4 if applicable 

 You have included the prescribed fee of $450, plus GST ($517.50).  Cheques 

payable to Alcohol Regulatory and Licensing Authority 

 


